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DISC GOLF TEE PAD OPTIONS
Design. Function. Longevity. Safety.

Introduction

A tee pad is one of the most important structural elements of any disc golf course. It 
defines the start of each hole, influences player safety, affects long-term maintenance 
requirements, and contributes significantly to the overall look and feel of the facility.

There is no single “best” tee pad option. The correct solution depends on site 
conditions, course design intent, maintenance capability, budget, environmental 
factors, and long-term vision for the park.

At Disc Golf NZ Ltd, we assess every hole individually. While a course may use the 
same tee pad style throughout, it is common for certain holes to require different 
solutions based on terrain, drainage, tree protection, mowing access, fall height 
management, or surrounding usage.

Examples include:

Raising tee pads above exposed tree roots to prevent long-term damage

Building up low-lying or damp areas to improve drainage and durability

Designing edges to allow lawnmowers to operate safely and efficiently

Adjusting fall heights using screw-type foundation systems

Managing follow-through safety zones to reduce risk if a player slips or trips

All tee pads we install are:

Slip resistant

Designed with safe follow-through zones

Rectangular in shape (generally 1.2m–1.6m wide and 2.5m–3.5m long)

Installed with consideration for longevity, usability, and park integration

Our team will recommend the most suitable tee pad option for each hole based on 
experience and site assessment. The final decision always remains with the client.

The following pages outline the available options, including their intended use, 
strengths, limitations, and ideal environments.
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TEE PAD OPTIONS

Option 1 – Launch Tee Pad by Disc Shop NZ
Permanent or Relocatable Installation

Best Suited For

Almost any space.  These tee pads are able to installed in
even the most challenging terrain. Especially useful under 
complex tree root systems.  

Key Strengths

 - Designed and developed specifically for disc golf courses.

 - Suitable for high-traffic environments

 - ISO 9001 safety rated and load rating tested

 - Our very own proprietary, advanced slip-resistant
 ultimate all weather playing surface.  

 - Combines all the key features of our other tee pad 
    options into one benchmark option.

Considerations

- Typically the highest upfront cost but best long term cost effectiveness.

 - Weed eating around edges is important if placed in a mow-able area

 - Installation must be performed by professionals.

Environmental Integration

For sustainability and long-term usability, we recommend installing a small perimeter garden 
using hardy, low-maintenance grasses around the tee pad.

This:

 - Reduces bare patches

 - Minimises erosion and uneven edges

 - Softens the aesthetic impact

 - Significantly reduces long-term maintenance issues

Maintenance Pro�le

Low structural maintenance. Surrounding ground condition should be monitored in high-traffic 
areas.

Recommended Use Case

Best for established parks with reliable mowing schedules.  Anywhere that relocation may be 
important.  Immediately sets a long-term commitment to Disc Golf and ongoing player safety. 
Recommended in all of our new course builds.
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TEE PAD OPTIONS

Option 2 – Concrete Tee Pads
Permanent Installation

Best Suited For

Premium parks and highly maintained public spaces 
where the tee area is open, visible, and accessible for 
mowing and general park maintenance.

Key Strengths

 - Extremely durable and long-lasting

 - Suitable for high-traffic environments

 - Multiple tread pattern options available depending
 on environment

 - Fully mow-able when correctly integrated

 - High quality aesthetic in established parks

Considerations

- Typically the highest upfront cost

 - Can become slippery over time, particularly in shaded or tree-covered areas

 - Without edge treatment, high traffic can create worn or uneven ground around pad

 - Hard edges in heavy-use areas can increase ankle-roll risk if not properly integrated

Environmental Integration

For sustainability and long-term usability, we recommend installing a small perimeter garden 
using hardy, low-maintenance grasses around the tee pad.

This:

 - Reduces bare patches

 - Minimises erosion and uneven edges

 - Softens the aesthetic impact

 - Significantly reduces long-term maintenance issues

Maintenance Pro�le

Low structural maintenance. Surrounding ground condition should be monitored in high-traffic 
areas.

Recommended Use Case

Best for established parks with reliable mowing schedules and a long-term commitment to 
permanent infrastructure. Best for premium park locations.
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TEE PAD OPTIONS

Option 3 – Wooden Frame Tee Pads
Permanent or Relocatable

Best Suited For

Courses with varied terrain, tree cover, uneven ground, or 
areas where tee pads need to be raised above natural 
ground level.

Key Strengths

- Highly adaptable to changing terrain

 - Ideal for damp or shaded environments

 - Adjustable foundations allow precise height 
management in undulating terrain to minimise excavation.

 - High slip-resistance with specialised surface materials

 - Surface colour can be customised (useful for 
multiple layouts)

 - Relocatable in most installations

Considerations

 - Longer installation time compared to concrete

 - More visually prominent in open landscapes unless integrated with planting

 - Less suited to heavily mow-able flat parkland (though perimeter planting can assist)

Environmental Integration

Particularly effective when installed:

 - Over tree roots to prevent damage

 - In low-lying areas requiring elevation

 - In terrain that would otherwise require heavy excavation

Perimeter planting significantly reduces visual impact and improves long-term blending with the park 
environment.

Maintenance Pro�le

Moderate. Surface condition should be periodically reviewed. Structural system allows for adjustment 
if ground settles.  Weed control may be required periodically.

Recommended Use Case

Best for technically designed courses, wooded environments, or sites where environmental sensitivity 
and safety require elevation or flexibility.
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TEE PAD OPTIONS

Option 4 – Temp/ Semi-Permanent Tees

1–2 Year Design Life

Best Suited For
 - Trial courses

 - Community pilot projects

 - Budget-staged developments

 - Courses where permanent pads are being installed progressively

Key Strengths

 - Lower upfront cost

 - Easy short term solution to control alternate layouts developing for safety

 - Allows community growth before major capital investment

 - Flexible material options depending on site and available resources

Considerations

 - Designed lifespan of 1–2 years

 - Not suitable as a long-term standalone solution

 - Performance varies based on material selection

These are not installed as permanent solutions and are typically used:

 - To validate temporary or alternate course layout

 - To support early-stage funding models

 - Where permanent tee pads are being installed elsewhere on the course

Maintenance Pro�le

Often so minor or unassuming these rarely need any maintenance.  Often subtly integrated into other 
park features such as pathways and fence lines to avoid.  Caution is needed to ensure that they are 
not grown over and remain visible.

Recommended Use Case

Strategic early-stage deployment only.

Disc Golf Course Design | Build | Consult



SUMMARY
Building Courses That Last

The quality of a disc golf course is often judged at the tee.

All of our tee pad solutions have been developed and are built specifically for a disc golf 
environment. Poorly considered tee pads create drainage issues, safety concerns, turf 
damage, and long-term maintenance costs. Well-designed tee pads protect the park, 
support the player, and elevate the overall standard of the facility. That distinction comes 
down to experience.

At Disc Golf NZ Ltd, we do not apply a single solution across every site. We assess terrain, 
usage patterns, vegetation, drainage, and maintenance realities before recommending a 
solution for each hole.

The result is:

• Infrastructure that suits the environment

• Reduced long-term remediation

• Safer player experience

• A course that integrates naturally into its setting

The final decision remains with the client. Our responsibility is to ensure that decision is 
informed, practical, and future-focused.

We are committed to building courses that strengthen disc golf at ground level — creating 
facilities that communities can rely on for years to come.

Disc Golf NZ Ltd 

T/A Disc Shop Disc Golf

hello@discshop.co.nz 


